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Abstract

A majority of western scholars have targeted the polices and treaties
of Prophet Muhammad with Jews of Medina. This paper compares
a number of historical information about the Prophet Muhammad
relationship with Jews presented by W. Montgomery Watt and
Robert Spencer in their Quran Commentaries. The study adopts
qualitative and descriptive research method. For this purpose,
explanatory notes of both scholars about the different verses of
Quran on the present topic were selected, analyzed and compared in
the light of Quranic sciences of Tafsir. The research shows that
Prophet Muhammad’s teachings and actions uphold human values

and tolerance. The Prophet Muhammad never imposed anybody to

become Muslim at that time. This paper rejects views and hostile
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blames of both western scholars. This paper also describes the
context of the Prophet Muhammad treatment with Jews of
Medina. While Prophet Muhammad has been criticized for taking
advantage of this power and being violent, this article argues
otherwise. Through the examples provided, it becomes evident that
Prophet Muhammad preferred peace first and foremost at all times.
Key Words: The Holy Prophet, Watt, Spencer, Jews, Medina
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“The Jewish tribe of Qurayza in the south-east of the
oasis intrigued with the enemy during the siege, and
afterwards was besieged in their forts by the Muslims
until they surrendered, when the men were put to death

and the women and children sold as slaves.” !
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“Probably means that the Muslims had not in this district
of Medina because of the hostility of Qurayza.” 12
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“but the first Jews to be expelled were Qaynuga in April
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“Perhaps no more than ‘opposed’; the story in the
biography of Muhammad is that they tried to kill him by
dropping a large stone on him while he sat with his back
resting on one of their houses discussing a question of
blood-money.”"*
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“An-Nadir surrendered when they saw the Muslims
cutting down their palms; this was regarded as an
underhand practice-—---. An-Nadir did not yield to an
attack, but surrendered when they saw palm-trees being
destroyed.”"s
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“Then to make matters even worse, a tribe of Jews in
Medina, the Banu Qurayzah, broke their covenant with
Muhammad (perhaps after seeing how Muhammad had
exiled two other Jewish tribes, the Banu Qaynuqa and
Banu Nadir).”"®
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“Muhammad then granted him his request, agreeing to
spare the Qaynuqa as long as they turned over their
property as booty to the Muslims and left Medina, which
they did forthwith.”"”
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“The Prophet of Islam ordered his Muslims to march out
against the tribe and lay siege to them. During the siege,
he ordered that the date palms of the Banu Nadir be
burnt. The Nadir Jews, surprised, asked him:
“Muhammad, you have prohibited wanton destruction
and blamed those guilty of it. Why then are you cutting

down and burning our palm-trees?” Allah justified
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Muhammad’s action by explaining that he cut down the
trees “by Allah’s leave” (v. 5). Islamic apologists
frequently cite Muhammad’s prohibition against wanton
destruction — but don’t mention Muhammad’s own
violation of this decree, and Allah’s endorsement of the

violation.”?°
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“Then, that which they did not expect came to them
from Allah, and Allah’s Messenger forced them to leave
Al-Madinah.”!
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