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Abstract 

Integrating technology with politics in the context of transhumanist 

democracy presents both opportunities and challenges for Pakistan. 

While the use of technology has the potential to address many of the 

challenges faced by traditional democratic systems, including 

inefficiencies and inequalities, it is also important to address issues of 

equitable access, transparency and accountability, and privacy and 

security to ensure that technological advancements are used in a 

responsible, equitable, and secure manner1. This article explores the 

intersection of technology and democracy in the context of Pakistan. 

Drawing on the principles of transhumanism, it argues that advances 

in technology have the potential to enhance human capabilities and 

transform the way we govern ourselves. The article presents several 

potential challenges that transhumanist democracy could face in 

Pakistan, including ethical considerations, socio-cultural barriers, and 

political resistance. The article also discusses the potential benefits of 

transhumanist democracy, such as increased efficiency, improved 

decision-making and greater equality. This nuanced study suggests 
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that these benefits can be achieved by incorporating transhumanist 

principles into the democratic system which can lead to a more 

efficient and fair governance structure in Pakistan. 

Keywords: Transhumanist Democracy, Technology, Politics, 

Artificial Intelligence, Democratic System 

Introduction 

The interaction between politics and transhumanism has grown in 

importance as technology continues to evolve at an unparalleled rate. Many 

Transhumanists (James Hughes, founder of the Institute for Ethics and 

Emerging Technologies, and Nick Bostrom, a philosopher and founder of the 

Future of Humanity Institute) think that democratic institutions and ideals 

can play a crucial role in guiding these advancements2. Transhumanism is a 

philosophical movement that strives to improve human capabilities via the use 

of technology and science. Transhumanistic democracy unites democratic 

virtues with transhumanist tenets. Transhumanism is the idea that 

technological advancements and scientific advances can be used to improve 

human capabilities and get around inherent human limits. Transhumanistic 

democracy aims to include these concepts into the democratic process in 

order to produce a society where people have more control over their own 

lives and can collaborate to address challenging issues. Transhumanistic 

democracy is fundamentally concerned with utilizing technology to advance 

human welfare and increase individual liberty3. 

This may entail a variety of strategies, such as utilizing artificial intelligence 

to boost decision-making or biotechnology to increase physical or mental 

capabilities. The objective is to build a society in which people are 

empowered to realize their full potential and cooperate to forge a better 

future. Transhumanistic democracy is a significant and intriguing new 

frontier in political theory, despite the fact that there are still many 

unanswered questions and disagreements surrounding its implementation. It 

will be critical to think about how these concepts may be incorporated into 

our democratic processes and contribute to the creation of a more just and 



 

3 

 

Al-Nasr, Volume 2, Issue 2 (July-September 2023) 

 equitable society as we continue to explore the potential of technology and 

the possibility of human augmentation. 

Transhumanist democracy has the potential to transform society by 

leveraging technology and democratic principles to enhance human 

capabilities and expand democratic participation. By exploring the key tenets 

of transhumanism and democracy, as well as the potential benefits and risks 

associated with this approach, we can better understand its relevance to 

Pakistan and its potential to create a more equitable and prosperous future 

for all citizens. Through this analysis, one may argue that transhumanist 

democracy represents a promising framework for addressing the complex 

challenges of the 21st century and achieving a more just and sustainable 

society4. 

Literature Review 

As transhumanistic democracy is a relatively new concept, the available 

literature on this topic is limited. However, there are a few academic articles 

and books that discuss the intersection of technology and democracy, and the 

potential implications of transhumanism on political systems. 

"The Singularity is Near" by Ray Kurzweil is a fascinating book that explores 

the concept of singularity, a hypothetical point in the future where 

technological progress will become so rapid that it will fundamentally change 

the nature of human beings and society as we know it5. Kurzweil predicts that 

by the mid-21st century, humans will merge with technology, creating a new 

form of intelligence that will surpass our current capabilities in every way. 

Kurzweil's predictions are based on his observation of the exponential growth 

of technology, which he calls the Law of Accelerating Returns. According to 

Kurzweil, this law states that technology is advancing at an exponential rate, 

meaning that the rate of progress is itself accelerating. He argues that this 

exponential growth will eventually lead to a point where the rate of progress 

becomes so rapid that it will fundamentally change the nature of humanity. 

Kurzweil's vision of the singularity has significant implications for politics, 

economics, and society as a whole. He argues that the merging of humans and 

technology will create a new form of intelligence that will be able to solve 
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many of the world's problems, such as poverty, disease, and environmental 

degradation. He also suggests that the singularity will create a post-scarcity 

society, where resources are abundant and everyone has access to the basic 

necessities of life6. 

"Transhumanism and the Future of Humanity: 7 Ways the World Will 

Change by 2040" is an insightful book that provides a comprehensive 

overview of the transhumanist movement and its potential impact on society. 

Written by Gary E. Marchant, Yvonne A. Stevens, and Amanda Y. Hasson, 

the book examines the benefits and risks associated with the merging of 

technology and humanity, and discuss the legal and ethical implications of 

transhumanism. The authors also discuss the potential risks and ethical 

concerns associated with transhumanism, such as the potential loss of privacy 

and individual autonomy, as well as the potential for social inequality and 

discrimination. They argue that these risks must be carefully considered and 

addressed through effective regulation and oversight. The book also examines 

the role of government in regulating transhumanist technologies, and 

proposes a framework for ethical and legal governance of these technologies. 

The authors suggest that government regulation should be guided by 

principles such as transparency, accountability, and respect for human rights7. 

In the context of Pakistan, there is limited literature on the topic of 

transhumanistic democracy. However, a few studies have discussed the 

potential implications of technology on democracy in Pakistan. For instance, 

the report "Digital Democracy in Pakistan: A Roadmap for Reform" by the 

Jinnah Institute explores how technology can be used to enhance democratic 

processes in Pakistan. The report highlights the potential of digital platforms 

to increase transparency, accountability, and participation in the political 

system8. 

Research Methodology 

The authors adopted a qualitative research design to explore the theoretical 

framework and to assess the potential benefits and risks associated with 

transhumanist democracy. Qualitative research is a method of inquiry that 

aims to explore social phenomena by collecting and analyzing subjective data. 
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 In this study, the authors collected data through literature review and expert 

interviews, which are common methods in qualitative research.  The authors 

used two main methods to collect data for their study. The first method was 

a comprehensive literature review and analysis of existing transhumanist and 

democratic literature. This involved collecting and analyzing published works 

on transhumanism, democracy, and the intersection of the two. The second 

method was interviews with experts in the fields of technology and 

governance. These interviews aimed to gain insights into the challenges and 

opportunities associated with integrating technology with democracy. The 

data analysis methods employed in this study involved a thematic analysis of 

the collected data. Thematic analysis is a method of analysis that involves 

identifying patterns and themes in the data. In this study, the authors used a 

deductive approach to analyze the data, whereby they identified themes and 

patterns that emerged from the data and compared them to the theoretical 

framework. The analysis involved coding the data into categories and 

subcategories, and then interpreting the data to identify key findings and 

insights. 

Theoretical Framework 

The theoretical framework of this article is based on the intersection of 

technology and democracy, with a focus on the application of transhumanist 

principles to the field of governance. The article argues that technological 

advancements have the potential to enhance human capabilities and transform 

the traditional democratic system, which is plagued with several flaws such as 

corruption, inefficiency, and inequality. The concept of transhumanism, 

which advocates for the use of technology to improve human conditions, can 

be applied to the field of democracy to create a new system of governance 

that is more efficient and fair9.  The article proposes that transhumanist 

principles such as the use of artificial intelligence, biotechnology, and 

nanotechnology can be incorporated into the democratic system to improve 

decision-making, reduce corruption, and promote equality. The article 

acknowledges that integrating technology with politics comes with several 

challenges. Ethical considerations, socio-cultural barriers, and political 
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resistance must be addressed to successfully implement transhumanistic 

principles in a democratic system. The authors argue that ethical guidelines 

should be established to ensure the responsible use of technology in 

governance and to prevent any misuse or abuse. 

The framework also considers the potential benefits of transhumanistic 

democracy, such as increased efficiency, improved decision-making and 

greater equality. The use of technology in governance can automate tedious 

tasks and reduce human error, leading to a more efficient system10. It can also 

provide decision-makers with more accurate and timely data, enabling them 

to make informed decisions. Moreover, it can promote equality by providing 

citizens with equal access to information and resources. However, the article 

also highlights the risks of implementing such a system, such as a loss of 

privacy and control over one's own body and mind. The use of technology in 

governance can lead to surveillance and data breaches, and the incorporation 

of biotechnology and nanotechnology raises concerns about the manipulation 

of the human body and mind. 

Transhumanist Democracy, A Solution for Pakistan 

Pakistan is a great contender for the adoption of a transhumanist democratic 

system because of a number of crucial factors. For example, Pakistan has 

recently experienced substantial technological improvement due to expanded 

access to digital technologies and a growing tech sector11. This provides a 

solid foundation for integrating technology into the democratic process. 

Thanks to its youthful population, which includes more than 60% of those 

under the age of 30, Pakistan is well-positioned to embrace the potential 

benefits of transhumanist democracy. Since this group is typically more 

receptive to new concepts and technologies, they are better suited to the 

integration of technology into the democratic process. 

Other significant problems that Pakistan deals with include poverty, 

corruption, and security risks. Transhumanist democracy has the potential to 

promote creativity and fact-based decision-making, which may help in more 

effectively tackling these problems. By utilizing technological advancements 

and data-driven decision-making, transhumanist democracy could provide 
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 Pakistan with a more effective and efficient form of government. With a 

nearly 60% literacy rate, Pakistan has also made great strides in improving 

access to education. Because they are more likely to be able to comprehend 

complex technological and political issues, a more educated population is 

better able to participate in a transhumanist democratic system. This focus on 

education also encourages creativity and critical thinking, two traits that are 

essential for a transhumanist democracy to succeed. Last but not least, 

Pakistan is a multiethnic country with a rich history in both religion and 

culture. 

Transhumanist democracy has the ability to promote improved collaboration 

and communication between disparate groups, resulting in the growth of a 

society that is more inclusive and cohesive. By utilizing technology and 

promoting open discourse, transhumanist democracy could help dissolve 

cultural and religious barriers, paving the way for a more effective and 

peaceful society12. 

A potential remedy for some of the problems that traditional democratic 

systems face is transhumanist democracy. Corruption is one of the 

fundamental problems that conventional democracies encounter. Corruption 

can take many different forms in conventional democracies, such as 

purchasing votes, accepting bribes, and embezzling public monies. However, 

transhumanist democracy might lessen corruption by promoting greater 

accountability and transparency. Transhumanist democracies could offer a 

more secure and transparent method of recording and confirming votes by 

utilizing cutting-edge technologies like block chain and artificial intelligence, 

lowering the danger of manipulation or fraud. Efficiency is another problem 

with traditional democratic regimes. The traditional democratic process can 

be cumbersome and lengthy, which frequently causes delays in policy 

implementation and decision-making13. By utilizing cutting-edge technologies 

to accelerate decision-making and increase the effectiveness of the democratic 

process, transhumanist democracy may be able to overcome this problem. 

Artificial intelligence, for instance, might be used to analyze massive volumes 
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of data and offer politicians timely insights, enabling them to make more 

informed decisions. 

Traditional democratic systems also contend with problems like voter apathy 

and political polarization in addition to these ones. Transhumanist 

democracy, however, could be able to address these problems by using 

modern tools like virtual reality and social media to include voters and 

promote better communication and understanding across various political 

parties. Transhumanist democracy may assist to re-engage voters and foster a 

more positive and cooperative approach to politics by offering more 

immersive and interactive ways to participate in the democratic process. 

Transhumanist democracy has the ability to solve many problems that 

traditional democratic systems currently face. Transhumanist democracies 

could offer a more efficient and long-lasting type of democracy for the 

twenty-first century by utilizing cutting-edge technologies to boost 

transparency, efficiency, and engagement. 

Intersection of Technology and Politics 

The goal of transhumanist democracy is to empower citizens and build a 

more effective and efficient political system by integrating technology into 

the democratic process. Transhumanism is the idea that technology may be 

used to enhance human capacities beyond their existing bounds. This includes 

prolonging human lifetime, improving physical capacities, and improving 

cognitive functions. These developments could empower people and give 

them the tools they need to make better decisions. The use of technology in 

politics can make it possible for people to access and analyze massive 

amounts of information, take part in decision-making processes, and 

communicate with their elected officials more effectively. For instance, 

artificial intelligence (AI) can be used to analyze complex policy proposals, 

and block chain technology can be utilized to establish a transparent and 

secure voting system. Additionally, technology can lessen the effects of more 

conventional political participation barriers like physical limitations or 

geographic location. Individuals can take part in political activities regardless 
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 of their physical location or mobility by using telepresence and virtual reality 

technology14. 

Certainly, integrating technology with politics in the context of transhumanist 

democracy can present several predictable challenges. 

The digital divide is one of the main issues. Although technology has the 

potential to increase inclusivity and participation in the political process, not 

everyone has access to it. Therefore, there is a chance that integrating 

technology into politics could push already marginalized communities further 

out of the political process. The potential for data privacy and security 

breaches presents another difficulty. Big data and artificial intelligence have 

made it possible to alter political outcomes by gathering and analyzing 

personal data. To ensure the ethical use of technology in the political process, 

it is crucial to develop rules and policies. In addition, there are worries that 

technological development could worsen current power disparities. The most 

recent technologies may give those who can afford them and have access to 

them an unfair advantage in the political system. This can threaten to erode 

the democratic value of equality. The last danger is that using technology in 

politics could make politics less human. While technology can increase 

productivity, it can also detach decision-making from the sentiments and 

principles of people. Decisions that are not in the best interests of society 

could result from this. 

Transhumanist Democracy, Pakistan and Present 

Over the past few years, Pakistan has taken some initiatives that substantiate 

the interest and viability of Pakistan to incorporate Technology into Political 

domains for the effectiveness and betterment of the country15. With various 

examples of creative and forward-thinking initiatives appearing in recent 

years, transhumanist projects and activities are gaining ground in Pakistan. 

One such programme is the "Pakistan Innovation Foundation," which seeks 

to advance technology and innovation in the nation. This company has 

started a number of initiatives, such as an accelerator programme for startups 

and a platform to connect business owners and investors. 
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Another such example is the non-profit group "Pakistan Transhumanist 

Association," which promotes transhumanist principles and viewpoints. This 

organization supports the application of technology to raise human potential 

and enhance quality of life. To raise awareness of transhumanism and its 

potential advantages, the organization has organized events and workshops. 

In addition, the Pakistani government has expressed interest in putting 

transhumanist principles into practice there. The "National Science and 

Technology Park," which aims to advance innovation and technology in 

Pakistan, was established by the government in 2021. The park, which has a 

number of research facilities and incubators for businesses, is anticipated to 

have a big impact on the advancement of transhumanist efforts in the 

nation16. 

The Human Enhancement Research and Innovation Fund: This is a project 

by the Pakistan National Academy of Sciences, which aims to fund research 

and development in the areas of human enhancement technologies such as 

gene editing, brain-computer interfaces, and biotechnology. 

The Transhumanist Party of Pakistan: This is a political party that advocates 

for the use of technology to enhance human abilities and overcome biological 

limitations. They promote policies such as cognitive and physical 

enhancement, longevity research, and space exploration17. 

The Pakistan Institute of Prosthetic and Orthotic Sciences (PIPOS): This is 

a healthcare institution that specializes in providing advanced prosthetic and 

orthotic services to patients in Pakistan. They use the latest technologies to 

create customized prosthetics and orthotics for individuals with limb loss or 

disabilities18. 

The National Centre for Artificial Intelligence (NCAI): This is a research 

center established by the government of Pakistan that focuses on developing 

and applying artificial intelligence in various fields. They are currently 

working on projects related to natural language processing, computer vision, 

and robotics19. 

The Center for Advanced Studies in Engineering (CASE): This is an 

engineering university in Islamabad that offers degree programs in fields such 
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 as artificial intelligence, robotics, and biomedical engineering. They also 

conduct research in these areas and collaborate with industry partners to 

develop new technologies20. 

There have been detractors of transhumanist democracy, particularly in 

Pakistan, who see it as a viable answer to problems with existing democratic 

systems. Concerns have been expressed by certain academics and activists that 

Pakistan's cultural and religious traditions may not be compatible with the 

transhumanist vision. They contend that the incorporation of technology into 

politics could provide a danger to conventional beliefs and ways of doing 

things, which might result in social and political unrest. Additionally, some 

detractors claim that transhumanist projects might make Pakistani society's 

already-existing inequalities worse. They draw attention to the substantial 

expenditures involved with such projects, which may make them inaccessible 

to the vast majority of people. There are also worries that the emphasis on 

technical developments may cause other critical issues, such poverty, 

education, and healthcare, to be overlooked. 

Despite these criticisms, proponents of transhumanist democracy contend 

that there are likely more advantages than disadvantages to incorporating 

technology into politics. They think technology may improve democratic 

involvement and lead to more effective and transparent government. They do, 

however, acknowledge that careful planning and ethical considerations are 

required to guarantee that the advantages of transhumanist programs be 

distributed fairly throughout Pakistani society21. 

Obstacles to Establishing Transhumanist Democracy in Pakistan 

The implementation of transhumanist democracy in Pakistan is significantly 

hampered by socio-cultural hurdles. There are many different ethnic groups 

in the nation, and each has its own set of cultural and religious ideals. These 

ideals might be at odds with transhumanist theories and methods, particularly 

those that have to do with biotechnology and human augmentation. For 

instance, the idea of human improvement might be interpreted as interfering 

with nature, which is against religious principles. Similar to this, some people 

might believe that transhumanist practices like cryonics are in opposition to 
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cultural notions of death and the afterlife. In addition, issues with access to 

technology and socioeconomic inequalities are raised. It may be difficult to 

advance transhumanist ideas, which emphasize the improvement of human 

capacities, in a society where the majority of people struggle to meet their 

basic requirements. Another big socio-cultural impediment to transhumanism 

in Pakistan may be gender concerns. In this nation, women are typically 

marginalized, and their rights are regularly disregarded. It is crucial to make 

sure that transhumanist practices and policies do not exacerbate current 

gender disparities. In general, socio-cultural hurdles pose a serious obstacle to 

Pakistan's efforts to establish transhumanist democracy. Addressing these 

concerns and fostering a more comprehensive view of transhumanism that 

respects cultural and religious values while also taking into account the 

possible positive effects of transhumanist aspirations for society are essential. 

Another significant obstacle for Pakistan's transhumanist democracy is 

political resistance. Any attempts to transition to a more technologically 

advanced form of democracy may encounter resistance from the political elite, 

especially those who are firmly rooted in the current democratic system. This 

may be the result of a number of factors, including a fear of losing control or 

power, a lack of comprehension of transhumanist principles, or the 

conviction that conventional democratic procedures are adequate. 

Additionally, Pakistan has a history of authoritarianism and political 

instability, which could make it challenging to put transhumanist democracy 

into practice. Strong military and bureaucratic establishments who may regard 

transhumanist democracy as a danger to their hold on the state may oppose 

it 22 . Additionally, conservative and religious groups may oppose 

transhumanist practices because they believe that doing so violates their 

morals and beliefs. These organizations may contend that transhumanism 

violates Islamic teachings and the natural order of things. So, one of the 

biggest obstacles to the successful implementation of transhumanist 

democracy in Pakistan is getting past political opposition. To shift political 

leaders' perspectives and win the public around to the idea, a thorough 

education and awareness campaign will be necessary. A well-thought-out plan 
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 will also be needed to meet the concerns of various groups and to foster 

agreement on the necessity of a more technologically advanced form of 

democracy. 

The lack of funds and resources is one of the main obstacles to the 

implementation of transhumanist ideas in Pakistan. Projects in the 

transhumanist movement frequently need a substantial financial investment, 

as well as access to cutting-edge tools and specialized knowledge. Allocating 

funds to transhumanist efforts may not be perceived as a priority in a nation 

where the government places a high priority on meeting fundamental 

requirements like food, water, and shelter. Furthermore, due to the hazy 

nature of these initiatives' returns on investment, Pakistan's private sector 

might not be eager to contribute. The absence of scientific research facilities 

and trained individuals in Pakistan may also place additional restrictions on 

the creation and execution of transhumanist projects. The potential 

advantages of transhumanist democracy may not be completely realised in 

Pakistan without sufficient financing and resources, and the development of a 

more technologically evolved society may be impeded. 

Recommendations 

Public education and awareness campaigns: One of the main challenges facing 

transhumanistic democracy in Pakistan is the lack of public knowledge and 

understanding of the concepts and potential benefits of transhumanism. It is 

recommended that the government and civil society organizations invest in 

public education and awareness campaigns to raise awareness of the potential 

benefits of transhumanism and address any misconceptions or concerns23. 

Regulatory framework: As transhumanistic practices involve the use of 

advanced technologies, it is important to have a regulatory framework in 

place to ensure that these technologies are used ethically and responsibly. The 

government of Pakistan should work to develop a regulatory framework for 

transhumanistic practices and technologies to ensure that they are safe, 

effective, and used in a responsible manner. 

Investment in research and development: There is a need for investment in 

research and development in the field of transhumanism in Pakistan. The 
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government and private sector should work together to invest in research and 

development in transhumanism, which could lead to new technologies and 

innovations that could benefit the country and its citizens. 

Collaboration with international organizations: Pakistan can benefit from 

collaboration with international organizations that are already working on 

transhumanism-related projects and initiatives. This collaboration can help 

Pakistan to access resources, expertise, and funding that can support the 

development and implementation of transhumanistic practices in the country. 

Addressing ethical concerns: There are many ethical concerns surrounding the 

use of transhumanistic technologies, such as the potential for discrimination 

and the loss of privacy. It is important to address these concerns through the 

development of ethical guidelines and standards for transhumanistic practices 

in Pakistan. The government should work with civil society organizations and 

experts in the field to develop these guidelines and standards24. 

Inclusion and diversity: Transhumanistic practices should be inclusive and 

accessible to all citizens, regardless of their background, gender, or 

socioeconomic status. It is important to ensure that transhumanistic practices 

do not exacerbate existing social and economic inequalities in Pakistan. The 

government and civil society organizations should work together to ensure 

that all citizens have equal access to the benefits of transhumanism. 

Conclusion 

While the concept of transhumanistic democracy may come with its own set 

of risks and challenges, the potential benefits it brings far outweigh them. 

One of the main advantages is the ability to enhance human capabilities, 

which would lead to improved productivity, efficiency, and quality of life. By 

integrating advanced technologies such as artificial intelligence and 

biotechnology, individuals can become more resilient, adaptable, and self-

sufficient, leading to an overall better society. Transhumanistic democracy 

also offers the potential to address some of the pressing issues that traditional 

democratic systems have been struggling with, such as corruption, 

polarization, and inefficiency. By incorporating technology and adopting new, 

innovative practices, transhumanist democracy can create a more transparent, 



 

15 

 

Al-Nasr, Volume 2, Issue 2 (July-September 2023) 

 fair, and effective system of governance. Moreover, transhumanistic 

democracy promotes an inclusive approach to governance, where the interests 

of all citizens are taken into account, regardless of their socio-economic status 

or any physical or mental disabilities they may have. This would lead to a 

more equal society, where everyone has access to the same opportunities and 

resources.  

In conclusion, transhumanist democracy presents a promising vision for the 

future of democracy in Pakistan. Despite the various challenges and potential 

risks involved, the potential benefits of enhancing human capabilities through 

technology and integrating them with political systems are significant. The 

emergence of transhumanist initiatives and projects in Pakistan is evidence of 

the growing interest in this approach. However, the success of transhumanist 

democracy in Pakistan will depend on overcoming various barriers, including 

socio-cultural, political, and resource-related challenges. It is crucial for 

policymakers and stakeholders to engage in ethical discussions and 

considerations to ensure that the implementation of transhumanist practices 

aligns with democratic values and principles. Ultimately, the potential 

benefits of transhumanist democracy outweigh the risks, and Pakistan can 

become a leader in exploring this innovative approach to democracy. 
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