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Abstract
In Islam, festivals are intrinsically linked to faith and creed rather
than mere entertainment. According to Prophetic tradition, Allah
replaced the pre-Islamic festivals of Nowruz and Mihrajan with two
superior days: Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha, establishing a distinct
religious identity for the Muslim Ummah. From a Sharia perspective,
participating in or venerating the religious festivals of non-Muslims
is prohibited. Classical scholars like Imam Ibn Taymiyyah
emphasized that days or places associated with polytheistic beliefs
must be avoided to preserve the sanctity of Monotheism (Tawhid).
Exegetes of the Quran have interpreted the term al-Zoor in Surah Al-
Furqan as referring to the festivals of polytheists, stating that
avoiding such gatherings is a defining characteristic of the "Servants
of the Merciful. “Besant, for instance, is a Hindu festival dedicated
to the goddess Sarasvati, its regional popularity also links back to a
memorial for a figure executed for blasphemy, making Muslim
participation a violation of religious honor. Similarly, Valentine’s

Day is rooted in Christian hagiography and promotes values contrary
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to Islamic modesty. Christmas, while ostensibly celebrating the birth
of Prophet Jesus (peace be upon him), is heavily influenced by later
theological distortions like the Trinity and pagan Roman
traditions.Islam provides a comprehensive code of conduct that
encourages social kindness and justice toward non-Muslims but
strictly  prohibits compromising on core beliefs. While social
interaction is permitted, participation in rituals involving Shirk
(polytheism) the most grievous sin in Islam is strictly forbidden.
Islamic jurisprudence, supported by fatwas from institutions like
Jamia Darul Uloom Binoria, clarifies that offering greetings,
exchanging gifts, or adopting specific attire for these religious
occasions validates false creeds and is therefore impermissible. The
Companions of the Prophet serve as the primary model, as they
completely severed ties with polytheistic rituals upon embracing
Islam.

Keywords: Festivals, Besant, Valentine’s Day, Christmas, Nowruz
and Mihrajan
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