Al-Nasr

ISSN (Online): 2958-9398 X 5
ISSN (Print): 2959-1015 Rl-Nasr Volume 2, Issue 3 (October-December 2023)

https:/ /alnasrjournal.com

0 e Calg) Bldguo dyend (RAILLS Ob) gl OL) (Gwliddilid
Ol G0 9 S § Ol
The Semiotics of Language and the Language of Signs:
Persian Expression in Islamic Sufi Experience

Dr. Haftz Mansoor Ahmad (Corresponding Author)
Assistant Professor, Department of Persian, University of Sargodha,
Sargodha, Pakistan
Email: mansoor.ahmad(@uos.edu.pk

Abstract

This article explores the semiotic dimensions of language in
Islamic Sufism, with particular emphasis on Persian as a
medium of mystical expression. It argues that Sufi language
operates as a system of signs that transcends conventional
linguistic meaning, pointing toward ineffable spiritual

realities. Drawing on semiotic theory and Sufi hermeneutics,
the study analyzes how Persian Sufi texts construct layers of
meaning through symbols, metaphors, and paradoxes. These
linguistic signs function not merely as representations but as
vehicles of spiritual experience, guiding the seeker toward
inner transformation. The paper highlights the role of Persian
in shaping a distinctive mystical semiotics that balances

communicability with intentional ambiguity. By examining
selected Sufi writings, the study demonstrates how language
becomes both a veil and a revelation, concealing and unveiling
meaning simultaneously. This dual function reflects the
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epistemological assumptions of Sufism, where ultimate truth
lies beyond discursive language yet is approached through
symbolic expression. The research contributes to the
understanding of mystical language, semiotics, and the
.cultural significance of Persian in Islamic spirituality.
Keywords: Semiotics, Sufi Language, Persian Literature,
Mysticism, Symbolism
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