Al-Nasr

ISSN (Online): 2958-9398 Hl-Nasr Volume 3, Issue 4 (October-December 2024)
ISSN (Print): 2959-1015

https:/ /alnasrjournal.com

I QL F S 58 S RIS el TS P
The Evolution of Rationalism in Qur’anic Interpretation:
A Critical Study of J. M. S. Baljon’s Scholarly Contributions

Muhammad Hassan
Administrative Supervisor, Abdul Majeed Poly Clinic, Karim Park, Lahore

Email: syedhassanmian @gmm]. com

Abstract

This study offers a critical and analytical examination of the scholarly
contributions of J. M. S. Baljon to the study of Qur’anic interpretation, with
particular emphasis on the emergence and development of rationalist trends
in modern Muslim thought. Through an in-depth analysis of Baljon’s major
works—especially Religron and Thought of Shah Wali Allah Dihlawi and
Modern Muslim Koran Interpretation (1880—1960)—the paper explores
how Qur’anic exegesis evolved in response to intellectual, scientific, and

socio-political challenges of the modern era.

The study highlights Baljon’s methodological approach, including his
extensive use of primary sources, historical contextualization, and comparative
engagement with both classical Islamic scholarship and modern Western
academic frameworks. Special attention is given to his analysis of influential
Muslim thinkers such as Shah Wali Allah Dihlawi and Sir Sayyid Ahmad
Khan, whose efforts to harmonize reason and revelation played a pivotal role
in shaping modern Qur'anic hermeneutics. While acknowledging the
strengths of Baljon’s research—its academic rigor, breadth, and critical
insight—the study also identifies certain limitations, particularly his limited
engagement with the political and economic dimensions of Islamic thought.

The paper concludes that Baljon’s work remains a foundational reference for
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understanding the intellectual transition from traditional exegetical models to

rational and reformist interpretations of the Qur’an, and continues to hold

significant relevance for contemporary scholarship in Islamic studies.

Keywords: Qur’anic Interpretation, Rationalism in Islam, J. M. S. Baljon,
Modern Muslim Thought, Islamic Hermeneutics, Shah Wali Allah Dihlawi,
Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan

&t
Religion and Thought of Shah Wali " /(5 (2001191 7)u2- Sz ]. M. S.
"Allah Dihlawi

V198604l SIE e W Ut A1 du/’duwidyuﬂy[/é’Ld,&wdnvw
Katinka ,#/Krijn Peter Hesselink &/ J-s2012 ﬁ:!r dl/LBrlll Academic Publishers
_U/HV)J//}LJU’!DMGL}J J_Hesselink

P ;”u"u’:alwau/Minwb/w//ww gy J sl i I
LM’JJDV&..U)’L G o SEC AN S0 L =P “/«UIMJ!”:“.JW
-au/u”r_é_'yaiuufu”&/rtw u’,w/i!f; g/ww&w,a

::,fdufrmfw.,bf
Ut S UM E L B L 2ee VU U osid ey o
:éusLrwmﬁ’&lwu:rmdn.,L

LSl (s U"L)/!//WJ}’gf’“d}£U|}(v/L¢’JM|JMV¢u:}UJ’K’L
- UKJJVJ‘»K@‘LQM,J Lf_uugfj‘u/uaocu}gfﬂ“&”(/d/q

Jﬂ'ﬂu&)wmwa/ Z1d v L Alam al—Mithél)UL‘»Hu"Lﬁundw«u}.p{ Zui
UW.‘U.?".,LU’/“// KU}/!/;!uﬁ/.o:/(Hadirat al-Quds)" W s 'J-‘LC‘”(/&%U“L
NG 2 S VY

v el I B ol e ey
ot (:7”“ o uyf’" 1S G Ut s sl H b Lu}-

42



Q024 Nl 3de <)

_ugguf@ubﬁﬁd,(uui_ﬁ%)“‘}’@r”g:ugg,ﬁg:ﬁug(td/,wJ“miwd:g,‘)uw

/;U;JJ‘“:_J}?Kué,_(uug;@u)“Juﬂ”éUja“_n/;w,ozLg}f’}?u:z(tu,:,;ﬂww
S

:J}[Jﬂ!dﬁolﬁ/)}?ﬂoy)

DS ss RNl 116 B ol 6 L2 2t 2D F 1 el S s
w!dnlxuj Jg//d/d.l/u&uﬂuv»c':( anmym{w U{J'réJbéjﬁJ'uyﬁ
-Jd/d/gffb WIS L U Ui

:;J’}”LI/QKJJ/UZJ:&LJJ

u*:fuiL e Qoo L/ubu"(//.fjt)wwétfuw/u‘btd/uuu.md»v
Lﬁ"’{(lJ!,Ar,/_u*ﬁdr_(//édwu‘l’l.ziuun)”!/c"éwduw._vuzJqu,/f
Ui be st oo Ut AL eI F VSt e i S bt nee b

tolo

_(L»?mu( urtSisi e Uikl & Lo S L el
,u‘*’fJquwéqﬂ”gm&mam

e Mo G LI 2ot LB L i F T ST S
:afz;l.:]'Tr:,C"U;lfﬁlt'(&uL

.mcut’ﬂﬂ!dﬁb’“/’[/r"é(lnnate Ethlcs)"UUF!u’/')"éwﬂd}ovu:} JVLLVUU”
_u’d_,/'/u"/ubLW&JY&&«/L}‘}L(Jﬁﬁ)“(’y”éwld»lmﬂ/ u‘/Lu!/

2 QP ol LI s L e L bt AL e AT
-Jf

:a”;'ul.‘:r»:uf)'ﬂ;)l»t‘(’uL

oot S e (ST P i T L F T3 bt i
JW';I’JUV&»"U’AJJ»LU!? u*a;d/u“LbAﬁx-V//ﬁ’&“)Wl” Z s

EFS
WA KE B Lud Sifi

43



S QA0S B St P11z B I e TS P

e S S5t 3 Kt
W

S ef b A6 N Zee VU6 ertiol o f primary sources £ i ol -
2L Ea rE Lo Y psd e F Y

e W e L 1o L P35 a1 e G K Ll s 11

e FSerlon S e (A

A6

=3 e .,MJ,wd”v,ﬁradwyﬂ KL LMJWLWL‘/!K!L l
~L)}7}"JJ£)‘/V’/}'£}£V")GJ”

L sl Eoee f Ut S st S VL}JU’V”LMJML/LU;}L/M!L‘/ v
_‘L}ﬁ/wﬂ&ﬁ(/vdﬂfﬂ/ﬂdﬁw}rj

I YL ad TP

Pt 36 I e ST L il

_LLL:'/’//'}"ZO’/J L&a%udw}/yﬁf'yi"mun&f TAGE i
-9v/ﬂ')&w,; L4 8 §BEWA S mm 221, P l2-r
e BT B3 B K OIS B K G-

5 Jl?;él:f

SF fekids ot iou L L SBEF LS it 0
a-«ﬂ/‘d/u““{

e (1 SEI S b s i aali-
_;J!}"a’lf'éﬂmu’."lbf,f.yg"gjt&/la"/r‘jé,ﬁ!dn@—f
Akt 3k 7 A0 K L slir

<o JI#

44



Q024 Nl 3de <)

REEA @ 2, J. M. S. (1986). Religion and Thought of Shah Wali Allah
Dihlawi. Brill.
Shah Wali Allah. (n.d.). Hujjat Allah al-Baligha.
Shah Wali Allah. (n.d.). Al-Tathimat al-Tlahiyyah.

4. Hermansen, M. K. (1996). The Conclusive Argument from God.

Modern Muslim Koran Interpretation(1960—1880)
,y’tg&f” £1:(1960-1880) #6477 S, qﬁ’”ﬁ/ Kk i
Lol

(1l « Modern Muslim Koran Interpretation (1880-1960) —{' Jug’--dl_(:!_z’_
Ku;:}’«)f&}m:?)L’lrc«tgjigj?uT}uﬁ/u,g,«?ﬁrLLrKdJ&%VglJﬁu!yéuT}g!/f.
&/uyéqﬁ”ﬁ”émmﬁ.g@/‘f;%,f,"h,yud/’",wJ/;?W,_%J/,Lw
ﬁ/,!JL(FJWt(K,Kugauﬁt z _‘a(}/uguué/u}!ic,g}urvu!%,g?

_‘Lt}(/cé’:’d/wl.ﬂ!vg“ié

L B sl S

Jsir Sayyid Ahmad Khan U2 1880 #6073 7 40 S t2 S NG TE U 02"
AR LU S D L S A 5 2l f AL
_Lf'//}.f/,:'%ﬁd.'.@ cg/&/ﬁuﬁlé_&rlﬁuﬁulﬁd"jiuld/gégp/&bf

uﬂt‘c‘ad//'//,?;/?—g)?//;i:d/}'y"'f(M)._«@)/f‘/,—}’/ﬂ/ﬂl/lgé/f/g,«?L u}'
it QSN i § 2 S S5 S e S i

:e,u&ﬁjﬂabﬁ)’("l
el L s

d/’/uf)‘gq#fp_t;)&?gu[@iu’jbuﬂ%,g?d/’bffd}yg/.,gw:&(b‘&u:}
L L ASTT IS S B L e

_g;@/’/ (Rationalism) §4- e~ |
-bg)c/jdﬁ/awi/m!:«iﬁ”— r

45



o B 79 46 555 PR S e LSS P
-Qiff’&’llv‘ Z (Law of Nature) ‘o b uil?”[uf}— r

AP B

it SEUE S e ULUS Cf/)’&GU;.SlL’)L@L&U?/J&dﬁéy'@ug
LK ST L L T S B

&,yﬁ_ujﬁ‘ﬁ{.qb‘yéz;(:i!ﬂi {:J)bJG_,:}/LC;J:JW'Lé{,)‘aﬂb?lé—sﬁ{.ﬂ_r
_Lt}?ldly/,:oﬁd/

-:,;ﬁ!JJ?@/L"/;!&WZ’.cﬁk‘&’!:ﬁf/b)ldﬂ-f'
B ﬁ&&/,«.fll«ﬂ}w-"

J:%u:.7,/L"de?"ﬁﬁLu,/;;,?(J,ng4/rﬁu‘?£!ﬁLq/’”u"”:M’Ku&-l
-

A (/’L’;f‘f Al G S i nadP
FAEE 2L LIS B i F e
IS LGl -
(e $r29 7 LU L pel gt
LS o S 1 ST 0P Lt
el P ESor E LS bosstsr ¥
5 D L SUrne bt sl ssh W
:Jéléulmq)ﬁ" (il
e J};J:‘%Céwiqﬁ' Sitmi s
(Yesr) 2o 21 4 -
_uﬁ‘&//u('g/‘fsﬁl’ﬁuynLu"/bu;!uf/“ _
AE G
(2 os? -1

46



Q024 Nl 3de <)

NSV
Setdien oy
(s ) lT LN LUt
,/u’/,:c{.ﬁé bduTj -
K sos
(WD 750171
iF il
_L'/J;/?ubic,?(wj,gyfuf/"_r
GCORY LT
A S BT e p b A T
He$4F P
e CEby st 3/
e Wb L P ol (T
—e U el 1S ey sy pq ‘3’5’"; -r
_‘Ly/gféfué_fuﬁmug/,/d//"’“}w'g:gﬁ‘fdﬁx
wu’fuww@»uﬁv“ﬂ“
bt s bl P U
_df:‘u,«i’gjﬁ’!idlflﬁq’ﬁ'ﬂﬁj

g
i L L8 E TGl zne KEL S LT M e 0 dus
/!)/'/(7!uﬁéd/cagfd”j/ﬂdjéﬂ4»LWWJ!_LL/”/7LU¢/“&£U§}£}UW!
LU}}@L&:{/:!%L,/J}}.%JIK/& JUT}ICL—V/UJK‘J&@J’(K:/KU%’L' ‘ct-gfb!

_ﬁt.(}‘?/(:alwf}()jg}flb‘

47



»’JW3&;’6@3.5/@@.5;‘.;04%-@’-@-.L,:fl'a:;/lKdﬂ:;{.wufUT}ﬁ
iy

Baljon, J. M. S. (1968). Modern Muslim Koran Interpretation (1880—1960). Leiden:
E. J. Brill.

The Reforms and Religious Ideas of Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan by JMS Baljon
uﬁ@u@;)ué‘l&ﬂzt&j&@l}/w Yd
Lole
A LD s P U F s hm S LSS bt 7
Voke 27354 VUbwﬁéuu,nu// S ealio 0L sz F1 sl Ui el Gl

UWJ(U/’MZ(L’ L/’)’/J/)'é{w/diéj.é:d/ly d/buu"wd/u:’u/d_,w/ﬁalf
L TAR e p SEE BT P

Pt Vb E S U St # p S L tead St
SFEASSESES S sz & f ‘s Ju«/dlbfaiui]’

mu)ly“w{![ag'f”d/wz"%yw/}”.,{uh,wu?;:m&v‘dt‘o}/.fo/d%mJﬁ.
Lu)‘.ﬁwi.ww;u‘f”/n;f,/wdu/@m&@@ﬁ.fcf,-‘a&muﬁé’ad!/

S e rend
M/‘jd/ﬁfu’awdc’él:aw&/j.‘dzw;‘a/ﬂj:gw:mu?»/;l:u}'JU‘«%,l}fﬂJw%,Cf
_Lau?}"uﬂ'{

(1953):L3 56 e

/JJ’JUVQ/JJJ/fiﬁdzb dummuu/ﬂ,@uuvgu,}wma
/ul{/dl/ d/y///;bu‘ba’bfL;l/(_LlLu%lc.nu(J} dr‘u)ﬁ’d}”
—.Lf(b/.'.)b.:l’

(1949):89 62 4 &t

/w//;!.,bé!y;ulLUfLu”lflacg;’il;ﬁiu/;lr@’g{ /g/cubd/uﬁ;d/‘”
—1842)mdwquuuity/fbfu/;/mw,ff.,uﬁn lf/b‘il/ufi)iﬁ
wd}/uu’uw&}y £t U7 —(1869-1857) 5 JB « Mu€/£!JJ> (1857

-446/’0'51@/;(?&4/%)&1”@’sz,g;//wiwﬁﬁ—(lg% 1870)

48



Q024 Nl 3de <)

Lu:,’%ufd;lvgﬁycru’l :J;l_,@

_d'f(}'ﬁu/’ﬂlyd/fm/’;‘gﬁLJIJ(,{'AIJ/UJ{UGIU:/ °

-J/@{Jitcc/p)fmﬂué!ﬁl:aﬂb&l,«?l&d’_m&uﬁ(}uuﬁ1817 °

-/"Kuule857:&;’;‘5@“6’?@%Mﬂdlﬁ?'&w,é}y/&’iirﬂLgf,cj o

-f}/4u&féﬂél/5lc4lb7':cf}gﬁ'd;!:J?;d/ul °
Lu;,}-u:r».,yé.,cfm :ru.,y

' -WKJJQJMU»@*LLUQ/@/,M]W o
S 2T AN S o o O Sl UM 21 L1857 @
-g:i(d:{‘}fﬂ“d/d/l)sﬁjﬂy&;d&—*d/u’ °

_y,/J/b?K(KdZw/g&wuuiw/ PA¢

. outie o3 fo Ul o

-(f}lgd.:w/;!égmf&’r&/bfruxl/fﬁth‘d/u;/!)!u‘:wulrawﬂL}“U}l PAG
:i.u;fb-ui'ptzg_,gé.,cfm

W e iz e (61816 £ o e
/Ggfﬂ,y@'/&dﬁf!/@:g!c«gﬁ LQ;L,&,«/UU!M

/u&:!u&!ﬁ:! PAY

L%/b!‘;c«t@/&}ug@»dﬁ.’ PA¢

_+uqu4g/;ﬂé“ﬁf’uﬁu?/;;JWl e

_ww;d/c«ﬂyiu!/fc«gﬂémﬂc,bl/:éx,,y:o;{':szl A
‘4'—@’-}'0:5;’ ALY

Sl Sl i~ ®

e PeedpeF e Sl o

ey FE St S Az e
U:K&%J@Lb/m/‘

) _lnﬁ(&{:}/:'uufi,g/ °
_tw,,"/:/?ubify/d/ﬁ”d%!ﬂluf:’/z./f’/?gfgﬁuﬂ °
-ﬁﬁd/lﬂu!@b}@/&?gf °

49



I B F NSRS P S e P ST P
Uﬁ(“}‘ —LJlIw!
AW FAL Yo s o
-V)/!/legﬂ dml.é"; /J~.//J";J"(/M/ °
_.,MLJ/Q‘JMM(}/’ o
ESKIPL e PISEL o
R c«L«gdC??!
uuMJun_.,u Lk ,«ydﬂ/l/;!:J@TK{«W,.&,A;:CMJKK()’JWU?KU]WId«!/,‘d/,gw/
_Q/ULL}/&!KUU}%QZ:U},?‘VK»,EJ

Iy S

;lyJ‘:';;C;‘lg o
BBy
wu,Jwg»’u:}ttu'im .
SEE it
{4&1/‘!&%;?46/?6}%&}
Zc«l&/r‘ﬂ
ijviyﬁdiw“iéugd/uiw: .
C«v{)/,:/)bécﬁlb/ﬁow .
,:}:"._Efﬂguxlfﬂiﬂb’! o
ESRIV A (O [T PR
j’z.
_Ld/u”.a{b/d/u»m(ju.,ﬁKuw(junmué!:JMJutajqu Ju;LmﬂL
/,1.,Lau/¢df‘du,«5uuiau"fiLuﬂuuﬁ:awiéu)‘u’wéémuf,
e -
A Mystical Interpretation of Prophetic Tales by an Indian Muslim: Shah Wali
Allah's Ta'wil al-Ahadith (1973)

(;1973)-,41WK}J?}‘J&.MJLS)&);’OIJMU;
_‘fnujbffljcm{C)ufgLﬁ)}?ﬁgiJ:&/&;ﬂ‘}"Qc‘-ﬁJU‘(L’J/K.,CJ/JI

"The Quranic Doctrine of Belief"

50



Q024 Nl 3de <)

A6 L ST
"The 'Aqldat al-Ta'ifa of Muhammad Bakhsh al-Hanafl"
_.z}'m‘f‘gg,é’é&." I 4
"Shah Waliullah and the Dargah"
~F B kol
The 'TafsIr al-Qur'an' of Abll I-Mahasin al-Husaynl al-Jurjan1"
_AWdJ@K}J&?Z
f9d;ﬁgw’uiﬁ,L;A d/u’lLuﬁﬂu!y‘fﬁﬁéuﬁf!‘gdnQL'/’/((/?%)/L?;'/D/}(J
-uﬁfﬁ%uﬁyﬁ@/lzﬁjw‘(fmILLL,iﬁum_&/dumK/j%yﬁ
"Pakistani Views of Hadith" (1958)

uﬁwaiul-ugzi/wf’d[u:uwai(w&g!QR/?MJGJL;'WW?@UG»LU}%
= I St sl el LLUT;/ fﬁdk’/}é%,ﬁ,«y/ﬂ ol Sl g s 4
d/q:}’dt’/@d_u”’l gﬁ"Pakistani Views of Hadith" c/,:u}’ LJ@‘_%J///?;@AU{'/UZ:
"LAEI A B et Ll ST e i U AP 66 S
Lﬁ/‘@;a@df’ 2] b.«)” 1~ Wl & e J<Modern Muslim Koran Interpretation”

Jet el 1350 Lo U IS 60 S U S 6 S 2o 1 S, UG, LI
e Qs Gt 2 5F e Pz Suskad Fguin LS

"The 'Amr of God' in the Koran" (1958)

"ljma' and Qiyas in Early Islamic Law(1961)"

The 'Amr of God' in the "-‘LJ:;//,:&l/r‘jd)olz%éoyl S} Ku:% JE A1 s
U e dU/!LJ?M//,:uﬁJ!,Ci,:M/Jr‘?L((g)/I£!ﬁuﬁuT}Luzv;luﬁ"Koran
[jma" and Qiyas in Early " yatl -J’ e e U JL:‘J‘ < divine command theory
/;!rgu.l(.;@/!f/t’{—u’gnlctz’—u)ﬂ!ﬂluﬁujlé'dﬂ/!dl/&!é,ux"!uﬁ"lslamic Law
JIAGUAS 2 26 - o u:é/&bju.l:/‘/)L,g,{“u!qluuﬁr)l‘dw’!ﬁ:u}c«}?
e el §Ir L LA P L

51



S QAo 5B St P11z B I e TS P

Lo lo

Religion and Thought of Shah Wali w234 § U fle S F At G Ul
1703 Sk i sole 2 U S b rnse i Ut Ao 2 2 e QL5 35 45 Z Allah Dihlawi
G105 Qo S b o6 K P e 8BS s Blsns F L1762
/}W::«.é’uéug‘_ﬂlﬁl;ﬁ”d}@(&?u’l_‘at‘/ﬁ‘/’uﬁd:rlﬁjb)f/ug[/é’!u’.t“/)!
el B Ll L1 e UK P s e £ (e S il St £

e W

=bUls

- nu_@u_;:u}. 1
-+198 6{J/,‘.L‘d f !u,?-ReIJgion and Thought of Shah Wali Allah Dihlawi
“Alfigd 2
1961 cdg-z'_-u’ I} &)~ Modern Muslim Koran Interpretation (1880—1960)
- ~|-éu-;‘u},}~ 3
1 949rJ;-€.-d IX 4~ The Reforms and Religious Ideas of Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan
-Jlu_éu_;‘u;,}. 4
A Mystical Interpretation of Prophetic Tales by an Indian Muslim: Shah Wali Allah's Ta wil
19731 -al-Ahd dith
SHidnlE 5
i ST P e =7
ShadnlE 6
_//Z/:;&Liiu’rﬁjéﬁf}.l":(ﬁ)-ﬁ/ﬁ/&byﬁ
S didnlE 7
G PG e :Ju-;té%:%ﬂib%;////
-L‘l‘//lnu/ n .8
- The Conclusive Argument fiom God: Shah Wali Allah of Delhi's Hujjat Alldh al-Ba ligha
1996 2104
-uiu-@u-;cu,,}. 9
-102-85:(1958)20.*<“Pakistani Views of Hadith.” Islamic Studies 17
-uiu-@u-;cu,,}. .10
~“The ‘Amr of God’ in the Koran.” Studia Islamica 8 (1958): 37-54
_du_@u_;;u% 11

-“Ijma‘“ and Qiyas in Early Islamic Law.” Studia Islamica 15 (1961): 25-47

52



