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Abstract
The rapid development of Artificial Intelligence (AI) poses
signiﬁcant ethical challenges across various legal systems, including
Islamic jurisprudence. This paper explores the ethical implications of
Al in the context of Islamic legal principles, comparing them with
Western legal frameworks. It examines the foundations of Islamic
ethical thinking, analyzing how Al technologies intersect with key
concepts such as justice, accountability, privacy, and human dignity.
The paper further explores the role of Al in issuing fatwas (Islamic
legal rulings), the cross-cultural ethical concerns associated with Al
and the opportunities for creating localized ethical guidelines that
respect both Islamic and global standards. Through a comparative
analysis, the study identifies the challenges and future directions for
integrating Al into Islamic jurisprudence, emphasizing the need for
interdisciplinary collaboration and international cooperation. The
findings suggest that Al technologies must be developed and

implemented with careful consideration of Islamic ethical standards

.
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to ensure they promote justice, equity, and human dignity in
Muslim-majority societies and beyond.
Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Islamic Jurisprudence, Ethics,
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Ethics, AI Ethics, Comparative Legal Analysis, Islamic Ethics, Sharia,
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I. Introduction
I. Overview of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and its Ethical Dimensions
Artificial Intelligence (AI) represents one of the most transformative
technologies of the 21st century, significantly inﬂuencing diverse domains,
including healthcare, finance, education, and Iegai systems. Despite 1ts
benefits, the rapid integration of Al has raised critical ethical concerns such as
bias, accountability, privacy, and its implications for human dignity. These
issues necessitate a comprehensive exploration of ethical frameworks that can
guide the development and application of Al systems.
2. The Intersection of Al Ethics, and Legal Systems
Ethical considerations in Al intersect with legal systems globally, as laws and
policies strive to address challenges posed by Al innovations. While Western
legal systems often derive their principles from secular philosophies and
human rights frameworks, Islamic jurisprudence (Figh) is grounded in divine
guidance as outlined in the Qur'an and Sunnah. This distinction offers an
intriguing context for a comparative analysis of how different systems
approach the ethical dilemmas posed by AL
3. Importance of Studying Al's Implications in Islamic Jurisprudence
Islamic jurisprudence emphasizes ethical accountability (Mas'ooliyyah) and
intentionality (/NViyyah), which are integral in assessing Al's compliance with
Sharia principles. The implications of Al in areas such as healthcare, finance,
and governance highlight the necessity of adapting traditional Islamic ethical

frameworks to contemporary technological realities. This study aims to
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explore these implications, bridging the gap between traditional Islamic
thought and modern technological challenges.

4. Comparative Analysis: Islamic and Western Perspectives

The paper aims to provide a comparative analysis of how Islamic
jurisprudence and Western legal systems address ethical issues associated with
Al While both systems share concerns about accountability, transparency,
and fairness, their underlying principles and methodologies differ
significantly. This comparison seeks to illuminate potential areas of
convergence and divergence, fostering a deeper understanding of global Al
ethics.

II. Foundations of Ethical Frameworks

I. Core Ethical Principles in Islamic Jurisprudence (Sharia)

Islamic jurisprudence (Figh) is built upon the principles derived from
divine sources, primarﬂy the Qur'an and Sunnah. These principles aim
to ensure justice (Ad/), compassion (Rahma), and the preservation of
fundamental human rights. A cornerstone of Islamic ethics is Magasid
al-Sharia (objectives of Islamic law), which seeks to safeguard essential
aspects of human well-being, including faith (Deen), life (/Nafs),
intellect (Aqgl), progeny (Nas/), and wealth (Maal).

« Justice and Accountability: Central to Sharia is the concept of moral
and ethical accountability (Masooliyyah), emphasizing the
responsibility of individuals and systems to act in accordance with
divine guidance.

o Intentionality and Ethics: Islamic ethics prioritize Nipyah (intention),
which plays a critical role in evaluating the morality of human actions
and, by extension, the decisions and outcomes generated by Al

systems .

2. Ethical Foundations in Western Legal Systems
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estern legal and ethical systems are deeply rooted in secular moral
philosophy and the principles of natural law, emphasizing human
rights, individual autonomy, and utilitarian values.

o Secular Ethics and Technology: The ethical evaluation of Al in
Western contexts often draws from frameworks such as
consequentialism, deontology, and virtue ethics, which assess the
morality of actions based on outcomes, rules, or character traits.

o Universal Human Rights and Al: Western systems align ethical Al
practices with human rights declarations, focusing on privacy, non-
discrimination, and the prevention of harm. Documents like the
European Union’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)) and
UNESCQO’s Recommendations on Al Ethics reflect this commitment.

3. Comparison of Islamic and Western Ethical Foundations\

While both Islamic and Western systems emphasize justice, fairness,
and the prevention of harm, their underlying philosophies differ.
Islamic ethics are theocentric, viewing morality as aligned with divine
will, whereas Western ethics are anthropocentric, centered around
human reasoning and rights. Despite these differences, both systems
recognize the need for ethical oversight in the deployment of Al
providing opportunities for dialogue and collaboration.

III. AT and Ethical Dilemmas in Islamic Jurisprudence

I. Ethical Concerns with Al Development and Deployment

The integration of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in various societal domains

introduces significant ethical dilemmas, particulariy in the context of Islamic

jurisprudence. These dilemmas challenge the traditional frameworks of

Islamic ethics and jurisprudence, raising questions about the compatibility of

Al's autonomous nature with Islamic principles of accountability and

intentionality.

o Accountability (Mas'ooliyyah):
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Islamic ethics emphasize that every action must be attributed to a
responsible agent. The autonomous decision-making capabilities of Al
complicate this concept, as assigning moral or legal responsibility for
Al-driven actions—be it to the programmer, operator, or machine
itself—remains unresolved.

Intent (Nipyah) and Automation:

In Islam, the morality of actions is judged by the intention behind
them. Al systems, devoid of Niyyah, act based on preprogrammed
algorithms, posing challenges for their use in decision-making
processes where intent is crucial, such as issuing Fatwas or mediating

Iegal disputes.

2. Al in Healthcare: Islamic Rulings on Autonomous Medical Decisions

Al applications in healthcare, such as robotic surgeries and diagnostic tools,

raise concerns about their alignment with Islamic principles.

Sharia emphasizes the sanctity of human life and the obligation of
caregivers to act with compassion and accountability. The use of Al in
life-critical decisions demands ethical scrutiny, as its inability to
exhibit empathy could conflict with Islamic values of caregiving.

Ethical dilemmas also arise in cases where Al recommendations
contradict a healthcare provider’s judgment, raising questions about

authority and trust within Islamic ethics.

3. AT and Financial Systems: Riba (Usury) and Algorithmic Trading

Al-driven financial systems, including algorithmic trading and automated

lending, are increasingly prominent.

Islamic finance prohibits Riba (interest) and speculative activities,
requiring financial transactions to be transparent and risk-sharing. Al
systems, however, often operate with opaque algorithms, potentiaﬂy

leading to practices that violate these principles.
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o The automation of financial decisions further complicates compliance
with Islamic values, as human oversight is integral in ensuring Sharia-
compliant transactions.

4. Privacy and Surveillance: Compatibility with Hurmah al-Hayah (Sanctity
of Privacy)
Al-powered surveillance systems present ethical challenges related to privacy.

o Islamic ethics strongly uphold Hurmah al-Hayah, the sanctity of
private life, and prohibit unwarranted intrusion. The widespread use
of Al for facial recognition, data collection, and behavioral tracking
risks infringing on these principles.

 Balancing security needs with the ethical obligation to respect privacy
remains a critical issue, requiring Islamic scholars and policymakers to
navigate the complexities of modern technology within Sharia
guidelines.

V. Case Studies and Comparative Analysis
I. Case Study I: Al in Healthcare—Islamic and Western Perspectives

o Islamic Context:

In Muslim—majority countries, Al-based diagnostic tools have been
adopted in medical practices. However, concerns arise regarding their
compliance with Sharra, particularly when Al systems recommend
treatments that conflict with Islamic ethics, such as those involving
impermissible substances (Haram).

o Example: Al-driven organ transplant recommendations must
align with Islamic rulings on organ donation and prioritization,
emphasizing equity and moral responsibility.

e  Western Context:

Western systems, guided by human rights principles, prioritize
efficiency and accessibility. The ethical evaluation focuses on

transparency, informed consent, and patient autonomy. Unlike Islamic

90



HAl-Nasr, Volume 3, Issue 3 (July-September 2024)

ethics, the Western framework does not incorporate divine guidance

but relies heavily on empirical evidence and moral philosophy.

2. Case Study 2: Algorithmic Bias and Discrimination

Islamic Context:

Al systems deployed in recruitment or social welfare programs have
faced criticism for algorithmic bias that disproportionately affects
marginalized groups. Islamic jurisprudence prohibits injustice (Zulm)
and discrimination, making such biases incompatible with Sharza. The
use of biased Al systems violates the Quranic principle of equity
(Qist), demanding rectification mechanisms rooted in fairness.
Western Context:

The Western legal framework addresses algorithmic bias under anti-
discrimination laws, such as the EU’s GDPR and the U.S. Equal
Employment  Opportunity Act. These regulations emphasize
accountability and transparency, requiring Al developers to ensure

fairness through systematic audits.

3. Case Study 3: Autonomous Vehicles and Moral Decision-making

Islamic Context:

Autonomous vehicles pose ethical challenges related to decision-
making in critical scenarios, such as accident prevention. Islamic ethics
demand the prioritization of preserving life (Hifz al-Nafs). For
instance, if an autonomous vehicle must choose between two harmful
outcomes, its programming must align with Islamic principles, such as
minimizing harm (Darar). The lack of intentionality (Nipyah) in Al
decision-making further complicates its ethical evaluation.

Western Context:

Western debates on autonomous vehicles often draw from utilitarian
and deontological ethics, focusing on minimizing harm or adhering to

universal moral rules. Regulatory frameworks emphasize Iiability
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assignment and risk assessment, which are also integral to ensuring
public trust in the technology.

Comparative Analysis

The analysis of these case studies reveals significant similarities and
differences between Islamic and Western ethical frameworks:

Shared Concerns: Both systems prioritize accountability, transparency,
and fairness. They advocate for measures to prevent harm and ensure
equitable access to Al benefits.

Diverging Foundations: Islamic jurisprudence derives its ethical
considerations from divine guidance, focusing on compliance with
Sharia principles such as Magasid al-Sharia. In contrast, Western
frameworks rely on secular philosophies and human rights
declarations.

Implications for Policy: The findings highlight the need for
contextualized ethical policies that respect cultural and religious values
while aligning with global Al standards. Collaborative efforts can

bridge gaps and foster inclusive AI governance.

V. Al and Fatwas: New Horizons for Islamic Jurisprudence
I. The Role of Al in Issuing Fatwas
A Fatwa is a formal legal opinion provided by a qualiﬁed Islamic scholar

(Mufti) on issues where direct guidance from the Qur'an and Sunnah is

absent or unclear. With advancements in Al, there is potential for Al systems

to assist in issuing Farwas, particularly by:

Aggregating Jurisprudential Opinions: Al can analyze vast repositories
of Islamic texts, jurisprudential rulings, and scholarly opinions to
provide relevant references and context for scholars.

Enhancing Accessibility: Al-powered platforms can make Farwas
accessible to a global audience, bridging gaps caused by geographic,

linguistic, and cultural diversity.

2. Ethical and Jurisprudential Challenges
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Despite the advantages, there are significant ethical and jurisprudential
concerns regarding Al's involvement in issuing Farwas.

o Absence of Intent (Nipyah): Islamic jurisprudence emphasizes that
rulings should be made with the proper intention and moral
consciousness, attributes Al inherently lacks.

» Contextual Understanding: A Mufti considers the social, cultural, and
personal circumstances of the seeker when issuing a Farwa. Al's lack of
human empathy and inability to fully grasp nuanced contexts could
lead to misapplication of rulings.

o Authority and Legitimacy: Scholars debate whether Al systems, devoid
of human intellect and divine inspiration, can hold the same legitimacy
as a human scholar.

3. Case Studies: Al Fatwa Platforms in Practice

o Islamic AI Chatbots: Platforms like "Imam AI" and "FatwaBot"
provide automated responses to basic Islamic queries. While helpful
for general knowledge, these systems face criticism for oversimplifying
complex jurisprudential issues.

 Digital Iftaa Systems: Some Islamic organizations are experimenting
with Al tools to support [ftaa (the process of issuing Fatwas), using
Al to provide preliminary research for human scholars. However, these
systems are used as supplementary tools rather than autonomous
decision-makers.

4. Potential for Collaboration
Al can serve as an auxiliary tool to enhance the efficiency and precision of
traditional /ftaa. By working alongside scholars, Al can:

o Facilitate Research: Rapidly analyze historical precedents and case law,
saving scholars significant time in preparing rulings.

o Standardize Rulings: Help ensure consistency in Farwas across regions

by offering comprehensive databases of existing opinions.
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o Improve Education: Serve as an educational resource for aspiring
Muftis, providing access to curated content and historical

jurisprudential debates.

S. Bridging Islamic and Global Ethical AI Development

As Al becomes integrated into religious contexts, collaboration between
Islamic scholars and Al ethicists is essential. This partnership can:
o Develop Al frameworks that respect Islamic ethical values, including
intentionality, equity, and accountabﬂity‘
 Contribute to global discussions on Al ethics by incorporating Islamic
perspectives, enriching the diversity of moral viewpoints in Al

governance.

VI. Cross-Cultural Ethical Concerns

L. Definition and Scope of Cross-Cultural Ethical Concerns

Cross-cultural ethical concerns emerge when Al technologies interact with
societies that have diverse moral, legal, and cultural frameworks. These
concerns are particularly relevant in the context of Islamic jurisprudence and
Western legal systems, where differing worldviews influence perceptions of
ethical Al use.

o Cultural Relativism vs. Universalism: The debate centers on whether
Al ethics should be universally standardized or adapted to align with
the cultural and religious norms of different societies.

o Interplay of Religion and Secularism: Islamic ethics prioritize divine
guidance through Sharia, while Western frameworks often adopt
secular moral philosophies. This divergence creates challenges in
harmonizing Al policies globally.

2. Al Development and Ethical Bias
Al systems are often developed n predominantly Western contexts,
embedding cultural biases that may conflict with Islamic ethical principles.

Examples include:
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Bias in Data: Al models trained on datasets that reflect Western
cultural norms may fail to accommodate Islamic values, such as
modesty, dietary restrictions, or gender roles.

Algorithmic Decisions: Automated decision-making processes may
unintentionally violate Sharra principles, such as prioritizing profit

over equity or disregarding spiritual considerations.

3. Ethical Tensions in Global Al Applications

Privacy Concerns:

o [Islamic View: Privacy is a fundamental Islamic principle,

emphasized in the Quran (24:27-28) and Hadith. Al
technologies that infringe on privacy, such as intrusive
surveillance, are considered unethical unless used for legitimate
purposes like crime prevention.

Western View: Privacy is often addressed through legal
frameworks like GDPR, which prioritize individual consent.
However, interpretations of privacy can vary, leading to

inconsistencies in global applications.

Human Autonomy and AI Control:

o Islamic Ethics: Emphasize the balance between human agency

(Ikhtiyar) and reliance on divine guidance ( 7awakkul), raising
concerns about Al technologies that diminish human decision-
making.

Western Ethics: Focuses on safeguarding individual freedoms,
with debates centering on the limits of Al influence over

personal choices.

4. Collaborative Ethical Solutions

Incorporating Islamic Perspectives into Global AI Standards: Islamic
scholars and policymakers can contribute to international discussions
on Al ethics, emphasizing values like equity, compassion, and

accountability.
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Localized Al Development: Developing Al systems that respect local
cultural and religious contexts can address cross-cultural concerns. For
example, designing Al chatbots that adhere to Islamic etiquettes in
language and interaction.

Global Ethical Frameworks: Initiatives like UNESCO’s Al ethics
recommendations can serve as a platform for dialogue, encouraging
mutual understanding and cooperation between Islamic and Western

ethical systems.

5. Challenges in Cross-Cultural Collaboration

Miscommunication and Stereotypes: Preconceived notions about
Islamic jurisprudence or Western legal systems can hinder productive
dialogue.

Power Imbalances: The dominance of Western tech companies in Al
development may marginalize non-Western perspectives, including
those from Islamic traditions.

Intellectual Property and Knowledge Sharing: Ethical Al development
requires balancing proprietary technologies with collaborative

knowledge sharing to ensure inclusivity.

VII. Challenges and Future Directions
I. Challenges in Addressing Ethical Al in Islamic Jurisprudence
a. Technological Understanding Among Scholars

Islamic scholars often lack technical expertise in Al creating barriers
to effectively analyzing and addressing ethical implications.
The rapid pace of Al development exacerbates the gap between

technology and its ethical evaluation within Islamic jurisprudence.

b. Integration of Islamic and Secular Ethical Frameworks

Harmonizing the divine, value-based principles of Islamic ethics with
the often secular, utilitarian focus of Western Al ethics remains

complex.
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o Conflicts arise in areas such as privacy, accountability, and human

autonomy due to differing foundational assumptions.
c. Globalization of Al Standards

o The dominance of Western tech corporations in setting global Al
standards poses challenges for integrating Islamic perspectives.

o Localized ethical considerations are often overlooked in favor of
universal solutions, which may not align with Islamic values.

d. Accountability and Liability

o Determining accountability for Al-driven decisions, particularly in the
context of Sharia, poses significant challenges.

o Questions arise about who bears responsibility when Al systems lead
to outcomes that conflict with Islamic ethical principles.

2. Opportunities and Future Directions
a. Collaborative Research and Interdisciplinary Dialogues

e Increased collaboration between Islamic scholars, Al experts, and
ethicists can lead to the development of frameworks that align Al
applications with Sharza.

o Interdisciplinary initiatives can help bridge gaps in understanding and
foster mutual respect between Islamic and Western ethical
perspectives.

b. Localization of Al Ethics

o Developing Al systems that respect cultural and religious contexts
ensures inclusivity and relevance to Islamic societies.

o Tailored applications of Al can address unique societal challenges,
such as “Zakar distribution, healthcare, and education in Muslim-
majority regions.

c. Standardization of Islamic Al Ethics

o Establishing standardized guidelines for Al use within the framework

of Islamic jurisprudence would provide clarity for developers and

policymakers.
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o Islamic organizations and scholars can create comprehensive ethical
codes for emerging technologies.
d. Leveraging Al for Islamic Scholarship
o Al can serve as a valuable tool for Islamic research, enabling efficient
textual analysis of Qur'anic exegesis, Hadith collections, and Figh
rulings.
o Al-driven platforms can support scholars in deriving contemporary
rulings that address modern societal challenges.
3. Proposed Strategies for Future Implementation
a. Educational Initiatives
o Technology Literacy for Scholars: Providing training programs for
Islamic scholars to enhance their understanding of Al and its ethical
dimensions.
o Islamic Ethics for Al Professionals: Offering courses and workshops
on Islamic ethical principles for Al developers and engineers.
b. Policy and Governance
o Islamic countries should actively participate in international
discussions on Al governance to ensure their perspectives are
represented.
o Institutions like the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) could
develop joint policies on Al ethics for member states.
c. Public Awareness Campaigns
« Raising awareness about the ethical implications of Al in Islamic
societies can help create informed citizens who advocate for
responsible Al use.
d. Funding for Research and Innovation
o Establishing research grants for projects that explore Al within the
framework of Islamic jurisprudence.
o Encouraging private-sector partnerships to drive innovation while

adhering to ethical principles.
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S. Long-Term Vision
The tuture of Al in Islamic jurisprudence lies in striking a balance
between preserving traditional values and embracing technological
advancements. Through informed dialogue, ethical innovation, and
inclusive policymaking, Islamic societies can harness Al's potential
while adhering to the principles of justice, equity, and morality
outlined in Sharia.
VIII. Conclusion
The intersection of Artificial Intelligence (Al) and Islamic jurisprudence
presents a complex and evolving field of study that requires an
interdisciplinary approach. This paper explored the ethical implications of Al
through the lens of Islamic legal and moral traditions, while also comparing
these perspectives with Western legal systems. In doing so, 1t highlighted
both the challenges and opportunities inherent in aligning Al technologies
with Islamic ethical values and principles.
I. Ethical Frameworks in Islamic Jurisprudence
Islamic jurisprudence provides a well-established framework for
ethical decision—making, grounded in the teachings of the
Quran, Hadith, and the intellectual tradition of Fz'qfl. Unlike
the predominantly secular basis of Western legal systems,
Islamic ethics emphasize divine will and human accountability
to God. Al's rapid evolution, however, raises critical questions
about accountability, privacy, justice, and human dignity, which
Islamic jurisprudence seeks to address by applying principles of
equity (Adl) and public interest (Mas/aha). Islamic scholars and
jurists are increasingly tasked with interpreting these age-old
principles in the context of modern technological
advancements.

2. Comparative Analysis with Western Legal Systems
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While Western legal systems primarily operate on secular
ethical frameworks that prioritize individual autonomy and the
protection of rights, Islamic jurisprudence places a higher
emphasis on community welfare, collective justice, and
adherence to divine guidance. This divergence poses challenges
in reconciling Al ethics across cultural and legal boundaries,
especially when considering issues such as privacy, autonomy,
and the role of human judgment in Al decisions. The ongoing
development of international Al ethics standards presents an
opportunity for greater dialogue and mutual understanding
between these two systems, allowing for the development of Al
guidelines that respect diverse cultural and religious norms.
3. Addressing Ethical Dilemmas in Al
One of the most pressing concerns in Islamic jurisprudence is
how to address ethical dilemmas posed by Al technologies,
such as bias, transparency, and the loss of human control.
Islamic ethics strongly advocates for the protection of human
dignity and privacy, which may be compromised by Al's
pervasive use 1in surveillance, decision—making, and data
collection. The case studies presented demonstrate the need for
Al systems to be designed with a strong ethical framework that
aligns with both Islamic principles and universal human rights.
4. Al and Fatwas: A New Horizon for Islamic Jurisprudence

Al has the potential to play an essential role in issuing fatwas
(Islamic legal rulings), provided that Al systems are developed
in alignment with Islamic ethical standards. Al could assist
scholars in issuing timely and well-researched fatwas by
processing vast amounts of Islamic literature and scholarly

opinions. However, this should be done cautiously to ensure
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that Al does not replace the human element essential for
understanding complex legal and moral issues in Islam.
Cross-Cultural Ethical Concerns and Global Cooperation

The global nature of Al development necessitates a
conversation that transcends national and cultural boundaries.
While Western legal frameworks often emphasize individual
rights and freedoms, Islamic jurisprudence focuses on the
welfare of the community and the moral obligations individuals
have towards each other and God. Collaborative efforts
between Islamic and Western scholars, along with international
organizations, are crucial to developing ethical Al standards
that respect diverse cultural and religious backgrounds.
Ensuring Al technologies are inclusive and equitable is
paramount for achieving social justice in both Islamic and

Western societies.

6. Future Directions and Challenges

Conclusion

Looking forward, the future of Al in Islamic jurisprudence
requires continued research, collaboration, and adaptation.
Challenges such as the lack of technological understanding
among scholars, the need for localized ethical frameworks, and
the difficulties in holding Al systems accountable must be
addressed. Al's role in Islamic legal systems can be enhanced by
incorporating Islamic ethical principles into its development
and ensuring that Al technologies align with both Islamic and

humanistic values.

In conclusion, the ethical implications of Al in Islamic jurisprudence present

a fascinating area of study that challenges existing legal, moral, and cultural

paradigms. The integration of Al technologies into Islamic Iegal systems can

be both beneficial and problematic, depending on how ethical considerations
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are addressed. As Al continues to evolve, so too must our understanding of
its ethical impact, particularly in Islamic societies. By fostering
interdisciplinary dialogue and international collaboration, we can create Al
technologies that not only comply with Islamic ethical standards but also
promote universal values of justice, equity, and human dignity.
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