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Abstract

This research article examines the perspectives of two prominent
Orientalists, Montgomery Watt and Robert Spencer, on the foreign
vocabulary of the Qur'an. By conducting a comparative analysis, the
study examines how each scholar interprets the Qur'anic Vocabulary,
particularly the loan words and their impact on the understanding of
Islamic texts. Montgomery Watt's approach is characterized by a
historical contextual analysis, emphasizing the cultural exchanges
between the Arabian Peninsula and neighboring civilizations. In
contrast, Robert Spencer's viewpoint often reflects a more critical

stance, focusing on perceived inconsistencies and the implications for
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Islamic theology. This paper aims to highlight the nuanced
differences in their methodologies and conclusions, shedding light on
how these perspectives shape broader discussions within Islamic
studies and contribute to ongoing debates about the Qur'an’s
linguistic heritage. Through this comparative study, we seek to gain a
deeper understanding of Orientalist scholarship and its influence on

modern interpretations of the Qur'an.

Key Words: Qur'anic Studies, foreign vocabulary, Watt, Spencer,
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“This is in line with the insistence that the revelations to

Muhammad constitute an Arabic Qur’an.”5
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“Then verses 113-123 tell us that Allah has sent down an
“Arabic Quran” so that people may fear him (v. 113) — this is
one of the verses that establish the proposition that the Qur’an is
essentially in Arabic and cannot be translated. Allah tells
Muhammad “be not in haste with the Quran before its
revelation to thee is completed.”7
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