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Abstract
Islam is a complete code of life that encompasses faith, culture, law
and the social order. It proposes a society of righteousness and
justice. Criminal behavior is not tolerated in the Islamic order of
society. This type of behavior is breach of God’s sovereignty, hence
stiffer penalties are prescribed. This paper examines opinions of two
western scholars found in their Quran commentaries about hudud
punishments in Islamic penal system. The writers apply
historiography, comparing and content analyzing methodologies in
this study. The findings suggest that both orientalists thinking and
approaches have shown a debatable point of view and biased
judgment in evaluating Islamic legal system.
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“Though the taboos were originally matters of pagan religion,

many were accepted by Islam.”"

WS g5 engP i mtin L i S I 2L 2
:ug“&dLnL//;wJ’wut;/giuslydw.u,d/@(f;

“The commentators note that the Shari’a makes death the
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penalty for apostasy, adultery and murder.”
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“The punishment was inflicted, at least until recently, in some
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more primitive Muslim countries.”
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“The idea of going back to the Qur'an and the example of

Muhammad means the idealization of a period of little more

than twenty years in a region of the world where life was still

somewhat primitive and barbaric.  Nearly all Westerners

whether God-fearing or not, are horrified that Muslims of

today can contemplate the amputation of a hand as a

punishment for theft or stoning as a punishment for adultery,

even if only in a few precisely defined cases.™
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“Islamic law still requires the testimony of four male witnesses

to establish sexual crimes - Consequently, it is even today

virtually impossible to prove rape in lands that follow the

dictates of the Sharia. Even worse, if 2a woman accuses a man of

rape, she may end up incriminating herself. If the required male

witnesses can’t be found, the victim’s charge of rape becomes an

admission of adultery.”(’
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“Lashes for adultery? Then why do some Islamic states
sentence adulteresses to be stoned to death? Because of a hadith
that says that the Qur'an originally mandated stoning for
adulterers, but the passage somehow dropped out.””
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